
Maryland Society of Professional Engineers is honoring the life and legacy of Wes Guckert with the 
2026 Industry Icon Award. 

Wes Guckert, PTP 
Chairman & CEO 
The Traffic Group, Inc. 

Wes’ professional career spanned more than five decades and was nothing short of extraordinary. A 
globally respected traffic and transportation planner, he founded The Traffic Group more than 40 years 
ago. Under his leadership, the firm, a Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business (SDVOSB), 
contributed to nearly 10,000 projects worldwide. Within his industry, Wes was a true leader, widely 
admired for both his expertise and integrity. 

Within Maryland, Wes left his mark. The Traffic Group conducted detailed traffic studies for most all of 
the casinos in the state, including the largest, MGM National Harbor. He was also a huge proponent of 
bus rapid transit, or BRT. He and the team at The Traffic Group came up with conceptual design plans for 
a BRT system in Montgomery County, which would have been the largest system of its kind in the 
country, and cost a fraction of a light rail systems while also providing the same reduction in traffic.  

Wes and his team at The Traffic Group were also responsible for the design of Maryland’s first Diverging 
Diamond Interchange (DDI), which opened in 2012 at Arundel Mills. 

In addition to his work at the State level, he also worked with the federal government on a variety of 
projects, including the Mark Center, the National Guard Headquarters, the Pentagon, National Institutes 
of Health, the Food and Drug Administration, and seven VA Hospitals on the west coast and the Abraham 
Lincoln National Cemetery in Illinois.  

He Chaired the prestigious Urban Land Institute’s (ULI) PDIC and was appointed to the Urban Land 
Institute (ULI) Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Product Council. In addition, was invited to serve 
on the Texas A&M Transportation Advisory Council. He was also invited to join the National Small 
Business Association’s Leadership Council. As a transportation expert, he has been asked to provide 
expert commentary on BBC World and NBC Nightly News, as well as speak at key industry conferences, 
including ITE, IBTTA, ICSC, as well as a keynote presentation at NAIOP’s annual conference.  

He was particularly passionate about pedestrian safety, especially when it came to keeping kids safe in 
school zones. He was a regular speaker with the Maryland Association of School Business Officials 
(ASBO) and was featured prominently in other nationally-focused publications, including the 
International Association of School Business Officials, as well as key government-facing trades including 
Route 50, American City & County, and Municipal World where he discussed the ways to keep kids safe 
on their way to and from school. 

Beyond countless articles in key trade journals and presentations at industry conferences, Wes was invited 
to become a Harvard University Instructor in Executive Education. Initially in 2017, he was asked to 
teach a class on the topic of autonomous vehicles, otherwise known as self-driving cars. He had such an 
impact on the professional, working students, he was asked to become a regular instructor on the topic.  

For all of this, he was named an Influential Marylander and a Most Admired CEO. In December 2025, he 
was received an ICON Honor Award, recognizing lifetime achievement from The Daily Record. 



Wes proudly served his country as a member of the United States Air Force and was a disabled Vietnam 
Veteran. His military service shaped his character, values, and lifelong dedication to supporting fellow 
service members and veterans. 

In late 2024, Wes was honored with two awards recognizing outstanding military veteran business owners 
making a difference in the community, particularly with service members. He was one of six recipients to 
receive a Governor's citation during the 2024 Veteran-Owned Small Business Enterprise (VSBE) 
Appreciation Breakfast hosted by The Governor’s Office of Small, Minority & Women Business Affairs 
(GOSBA). In addition, Wes was the recipient of the Veterans in Business Patriot Warrior Award from the 
VETCON Alliance.    

He was a founding member of the Queen Anne’s County Veteran and Military Support Alliance 
(VAMSA), which opened its doors in 2023 to offer free services, including counseling, peer support, and 
benefits advisement.  In the first 24 months of existence, the organization documented saving 30 veterans 
from suicide.  
 
Wes also helped a variety of other vet groups both locally and nationally including the Gary Sinese 
Organization, Homes for Our Troops, Folds of Honor, Catch-A-Lift Fund and the Stephen Siller Tunnel to 
Towers Foundation. 
 
Wes also put countless time, effort, and money into a variety of educational charities, all to help the less 
fortunate younger generations succeed as adults.  Since 2006, Wes was a board member of Dr. Ben 
Carson’s foundation, the Carson Scholars Fund. As a Board Member for the Essex Community College 
Foundation, Wes established a scholarship designed for any staff member of The Traffic Group or their 
family. For nearly 20 years this scholarship has granted college scholarships to deserving students from 
all walks of life. 
 
In 2019, Wes was honored with the Believe in Tomorrow’s Stewart J. Greenbaum Founders Award, 
presented annually to individuals who have provided major support to the Children’s House at Johns 
Hopkins and the Believe In Tomorrow Children’s Foundation.   

In 2023, Wes established the Guckert Family Foundation, naming his five grandchildren as trustees—an 
enduring reflection of his belief in legacy, responsibility, and “paying it forward.” 


