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State Board Fines Unlicensed Architect;
He Signed Engineering Drawings As Well

Fomer MDSPE Member Had False Seal Produced

By Robert L. Mead
Executive Director, MDSPE

Darren D. Comedy must pay the State of
Maryland $20,000 for violating the state ar-
chitecture practice statute. Although not li-
censed, he signed and sealed at least a dozen
architectural and engineering drawings sub-
mitted to the Prince George’s County build-
ing permits office. He did not deny the alle-
gations.

The State Board of Architects levied the
civil penalties after finding that Mr. Comedy
violated these provisions of the act:

 Practicing without a license.

= Providing services without permit.

< Misrepresentation as authorized prac-
titioner.

e Misrepresentation that business may
provide service.

The fines were the highest ever levied by
the architect board.

A former employee filed the complaint
against Mr. Comedy. She had worked for him
for two years without realizing he did not have
a license. She decided to do an on-line check

of his licensing status while going through the
permitting process for a new architectural firm
she had formed.

“What | did was terrible,” Mr. Comedy
told the Board. He said he was thankful to
the Complainant for filing the compliant with
the Board. He also stated that after the com-
plaint was filed, his firm applied for and re-
ceived a permit from the Board.

Stan E. Wildesen, P.E., the P.G. County
building code official, said in a telephone in-
terview that it is not all that rare for an unli-
censed person to misuse someone else’s seal.
In one recent case in that county, a man used
his deceased father’s seal. In another case, a
local man used the seal of a professional en-
gineer who had moved to Florida.

Mr. Wildesen said his office randomly
checks license status with the state Boards.
Usually, though, it is another licensed profes-
sional who blows the whistle.

Continued on page 9

Newly Licensed P.E.s To Be Honored
At Fall Banquet Hosted by Baltimore Chapter

The Baltimore Chapter MDSPE/NSPE will host a banquet at the Engineers Club of
Baltimore on Friday evening, Nov. 21. The club is located in the prestigious and his-
toric Garrett-Jacobs Mansion at 11 West Mount Vernon Place in Baltimore. The ban-
quet will give members an opportunity to meet with all of your state officers and
directors, members of the Past Presidents Council and welcome the newly licensed

engineers.

There will be a special, streamlined MDSPE Board of Directors meeting and a
presentation of the Future Cities competition by Chris Moen, P.E., a bridge engineer
with Parsons Transportation. Future Cities national director Carol Rieg will be a guest.

Order of the Engineer Link 59 will also conduct an induction ceremony for those

who wish to participate.
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October 22 & 23

Professional Development Workshop
"River Geomorphology "
Montgomery College Rockville
8am.-5p.m.

October 23
MDSPE Executive Committee Meeting

October 24
ESB "Boiler Blast" Fundraiser
Garrett-Jacobs Mansion, Baltimore

November 5 & 6

Professional Development Workshop
"Stream Classification Procedures "
Montgomery College, Rockville
8am.-5p.m.

November 13
State Board for Prof. Engineers Meeting
500 N. Calvert St., Balto., MD

November 21

MDSPE Board of Directors Meeting & MDSPE
Fall Banquet

Hosted by Baltimore Chapter

The Engineers Club of Baltimore

December 11
MDSPE Executive Committee Meeting

December 11
State Board for Prof. Engineers Meeting
500 N. Calvert St., Balto., MD

December 19

Professional Development Workshop
"When & How to Write a CYA Letter"
KCI Technologies, Hunt Valley, MD
12 noon - 2:30 p.m.

January 8, 2004
State Board for Prof. Engineers Meeting
500 N. Calvert St., Balto., MD

January 22, 2004
MDSPE Executive Committee Meeting

February 12, 2004
State Board for Prof. Engineers Meeting
500 N. Calvert St., Balto., MD

February 26, 2004
MDSPE Executive Committee Meeting

March 11, 2004
State Board for Prof. Engineers Meeting
500 N. Calvert St., Balto., MD

March 25, 2004

The Maryland Professional Engineer is published six times a year by the Maryland
Society of Professional Engineers, 611 S. Linwood Ave., Baltimore, MD 21224. Our
preferred mailing address is P.O. Box 12150, Baltimore, MD 21281-2150

MDSPE Executive Committee Meeting



Why You Need Both NSPE and Your Technical Society

James D. Lesikar, Il, PhD., PE, F-NSPE
President

What is so unique about
membership in the Maryland
Society of Professional Engi-
neers?

Why isn't membership in
my engineering technical society
sufficient?

In talks before various
groups, | stress the need for en-
gineering professionals to hold
membership in both their tech-
nical society and in their one true
professional society, the Na-
tional Society of Professional En-
gineers (NSPE). Your technical
society will keep you up to date
in your specialty field, through
its magazines and newsletters, journals and conferences, and pro-
vides networking and leadership opportunities at the local, re-
gional, national, and technical committee level. NSPE will keep
you up-to-date on issues that affect your professional practice,
across all engineering disciplines, through “Engineering Times,”
the state society and local newsletters, regional and national meet-
ings. It also provides networking and leadership opportunities at
the local, regional, and national level.

Clearly, membership in your technical society is mandatory
— this will keep you up-to-the-minute in new developments in
your field, and provides the all-important networking opportuni-
ties for career growth.

NSPE and its state and local partners will keep you current on
the non-technical issues that affect your engineering practice —
state engineering laws, legislative, judicial and regulatory concerns
at all levels, contract and liability issues, licensure mobility, inter-
national practice, and ethics, among others.

Of course, there are areas of overlap between NSPE and the
technical societies. Job boards, benefits (term life insurance, credit
cards, rental car discounts, etc.), and some non-technical issues of
concern. As an example of the latter, NSPE has the Board of Ethi-
cal Review, and the American Society of Mechanical Engineers
(ASME) has the Board of Professional Practice and Ethics. The
ASME BPPE is of course mainly interested in what affects mechani-
cal engineers, but they do have a liaison to NSPE.

NSPE is also the right organization to be a member of if you
are concerned about the international mobility of your license,
international marketing of your engineering services, and offer-
ing of engineering services to America from outside the country.
NSPE is one of only four member organizations that comprise

the United States Council for International Engineering Prac-
tice. The other member organizations are the National Council
of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying, ABET, Inc., and the
American Council of Engineering Companies.

Chances are, the only one of these that you can join as an
individual is NSPE (ACEC is for companies, NCEES is for state
PE licensing board members, and ABET membership is by a com-
plicated nomination process). USCIEP has concerned itself with
the Mutual Recognition Document with Mexico and Canada
under NAFTA, and participates with other organizations includ-
ing the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Engineer Coordinat-
ing Committee, the Engineers Mobility Forum, and the Transat-
lantic Economic Partnership.

Most organizations participate in some legislative activities,
usually limited to visiting the offices of state and national del-
egates/representatives/senators and providing an educational
service, information packages on the Society, or a list of con-
cerns affecting constituents of the office being visited. The prime
goal is to let a staff member of the office (on rare occasions the
office-holder is also in attendance) know about the assistance
that the technical society can provide to them, such as policy
papers and some research services. The goal is to be a trusted
impartial resource to the office.

| attended a CVD with the American Institute of Aeronau-
tics and Astronautics (AIAA) earlier this year, and found the ex-
perience to be quite rewarding, but it could not be construed as
lobbying.

Of course, any society can encourage its members to write
their representatives about their individual concerns and opin-
ions on pending legislation. In actuality, the technical societies
are usually organized as IRS 501(c)(3) entities, so they can edu-
cate, they can monitor, and can encourage constituent members
to write their congressman, but they are barred from lobbying!
NSPE and your state society, MDSPE, are organized as 301(c)(6),
so lobbying is permitted. The only other organization that |
have mentioned in this letter that does lobbying is ACEC.

MDSPE lobbyists can approach all Maryland delegates and
Senators and influence the introduction of new legislation, or
the advocacy or rejection of pending legislation. MDSPE dues
pay for these activities, which are for the benefit of all Maryland
Professional Engineers, not just those who are MDSPE mem-
bers. For those of you who are not yet members, we are working
on your behalf anyway, please join us and support our efforts.
For those who are current members, | hope this will help you
appreciate the value of your membership, and we can expect
you to be a member for many years to come!
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FIRE PROTECTION ENGINEERS ® CODE CONSULTANTS
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effective fire protection design and code consulting services"
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State High Court Grants MDSPE ““Amicus” Status
In Appeal of Eastern Shore Easement Case

By Robert L. Mead
Executive Director, MDSPE

Maryland’s Court of Appeals has granted MDSPE amicus
curiae (friend of the court) status and accepted our brief in a
curious case involving access to a land-locked parcel of property
in Dorchester County owned by long-time MDSPE member
Harold “Skip” Miller and his wife Bride.

While the Society routinely intervenes in legislative and ad-
ministrative matters, this is the first time in recent memory that
we have sought to intervene in an ap-
pellate court case. The case is to be de-
cided by the State’s highest court in
its September 2003 term.

The Maryland Association of Re-
altors, Inc., also filed an amicus brief
in the case seeking a reversal of the
rulings of lower courts.

“Engineers are often called upon
to design and participate in the con-
struction of various sorts of improve-
ments to realty,” wrote Baltimore at-
torney Jack L.B. Gohn in the MDSPE
brief. “All such improvements must be
situated in the buildable area of a par-
cel, as defined by the rights of the
owner or easement holder established
in the parcel’s deed history. If the
lower court rulings in this case are upheld, they will render largely
unknowable what portion of an easement for ingress and egress
is truly buildable.

“Easements for ingress and egress, in particular, are fre-
quently paved to the very margins of the easement. If the holder
of the servient tenement can unilaterally decide, years into the
existence of the easement, to render 40 per cent of the physical
extent of the easement effectively off limits to the dominant user
on the grounds that the full extent is not “reasonably necessary
to the dominant user’s use, the engineer can neither intelligently
plan nor safely participate in any particular design or construc-
tion on the easement.

“Effectively all design and construction of access roads and
structures would be chilled, or at best rendered far more expen-
sive, as a lawyer’s opinion would be required before any improve-
ment could be assayed.”

Gohn urged the court on behalf of MDSPE to adopt a per se
rule that an easement for ingress and egress includes the right of
unfettered physical access up to the boundaries of the easement,
and to construct improvements consistent with the purpose of
the easement up to those boundaries.

“The Court should reject any contention that the physical
extent of an easement may be unilaterally narrowed by the holder
of the servient tenement merely because the physical extent of
the easement may not be, or may not be perceived to be, re-
quired for the purpose granted,” he wrote. “Instead, once an ease-
ment has been granted in a certain-sized area for a use, the whole
area should remain available for that use.”

Lower Court Record

The case had its roots nearly 50 years
ago when Thomas and Ethel Galbreath Jr.
subdivided their Travers Farm into two par-
cels. Their survey platted a 20-foot wide
right-of-way as a means of unrestricted ac-
cess to and from the waterfront parcel and
the public road.

The Galbreaths deeded the waterfront
parcel now owned by the Millers to Stanton
and Ruth Davis in 1958. The deed stated
that the conveyance was subject to the
right-of-way, and the survey was recorded
in the land records. It is undisputed that
there were no fences in the right-of-way
when it was created. In 1966 Roger and
Elsie Kirkpatrick acquired the roadside
parcel, which is now owned by two of their children.

In July 2000, one of the Kirkpatricks erected parallel barbed
wire fences along each side of the road, narrowing the roadway
to approximately 12 feet. The Millers filed suit, seeking removal
of the fence.

At the conclusion of the Dorchester County Circuit Court
trial, the judge declared that the Millers hold a 20-foot easement
across the Kirkpatrick property. Nevertheless, the jury found no
interference by the Kirkparticks and declined to award compen-
satory damages to the Millers. And the judge refused to order
removal of the fences from the right-of-way.

A three-judge panel of the Court of Special Appeals upheld
the circuit court rulings, and the full court refused to hear an
appeal.

At that point, the Millers filed an appeal with the Court of
Appeals and both MDSPE and the Realtors association asked
the court to accept the appeal and accept our briefs. The Court
accepted the case in July and heard verbal arguments in early
September.

Easton Attorney Michael J. Jacobs represented the Millers in
the case.



In Future Cities Competition, Students Design for Seniors

Among the many concerns of American seventh- and eighth-
graders, add a new one to the mix: Make the world a better place
for senior citizens. For more than 30,000 middle school students
participating in the 2004 National Engineers Week Future City
Competition, designing ways to improve the health and safety of
the nation’s seniors will be a number one priority.

Baltimore schools now participate in the Washington area
competition, which has 35 schools this year. Baltimore’s Roland
Park School was one of the winners.

Each year, Future City invites young people across the United
States to create a city of tomorrow.

What began in 1992 as a modest outreach program by the
nation’s engineering community to encourage interest in math
and science has grown ten-fold to become one of the most popu-
lar educational programs of its kind. More than 1,000 middle
schools will field teams at one of 36 regional competitions in
January. First place regional win-
ners receive an all-expense-paid
trip to national finals in Washing-
ton, D.C., during National Engi-
neers Week, February 22-28,
2004. Grand prizeisatrip to U.S.
Space Camp in Huntsville, Ala-
bama.

Working with a teacher and
volunteer engineer mentor, stu-
dents first design a city on com-
puter using Sim City 3000 soft-
ware, donated to each school by
Maxis, based in Walnut Creek,
Calif., and then build a three-di-
mensional scale model. This year,
they must also write an essay on
improving the lives of senior citi-
zens through the use of plastic products or services.

Competition organizers say the needs of seniors are an espe-
cially timely theme since the over-60 population is the nation’s
fastest growing demographic.

Creating solutions that make life better for older people is
already a major concern of engineers, one likely to become only
more pressing with the graying of America.

To answer the competition’s essay question, “How can plas-
tics be used to help senior citizens in the future?” the students
must work within the parameters of current trends. Lower crime
rates, improved living conditions, and higher education levels
will result in an ever-increasing population of citizens who live
longer. To deal with that reality, Future City teams must develop

a product or a service using a plastic product that increases flex-
ibility, provides additional functionality, or otherwise enhances
senior citizen health and safety. The American Plastics Council,
sponsors of this year’s Future City essay question, notes that plas-
tics have a wide diversity of uses and include such well-known
names as Bakelite, cellophane, nylon, polyethylene, PVC, rayon,
saran, Teflon and Velcro.

Wrestling with such a challenge is typical of Future City, ac-
cording to Carol Rieg, the program’s National Director. “Future
City has plenty of room for imagination and fun, and this is what
draws the students in,” says Rieg, “but it's the program’s academic
difficulty that keeps them involved. Students who might other-
wise feel there’s no purpose in learning math and science end up
spending hours using those very subjects to find solutions for
their city. They have a stake in their city and they’ll do whatever
work is required to achieve their goals.”

Learn More About Future Cities
At Our Nov. 21 Banquet In Balto.

You can learn more about the Future Cities Competi-
tion and how you may participate in it at the Nov. 21 MDSPE
Banquet at the Engineers Club in Baltimore.

Schools need engineers as mentors for this program.
Retired P.E.s are particularly sought. Learn how you help
guide a local school’s team through next year’s competi-
tion.

Contact the MDSPE office to make your reservation.

Future City fosters that kind of determination, Rieg adds,
since the essence of engineering is solving problems. “Students
who understand the importance of math and science and the
value of working together as a team have the foundation for a
career in engineering and many other professions,” she says.

Helping senior citizens is in keeping with the way Future
City forces students to deal with all the realities of a functioning
city. Students must build their city with a balanced budget while
fighting crime, pollution and traffic jams and providing jobs,
schools and leisure activities.

If it sounds difficult, it is. But as one student remarked last
year, “It's one of the hardest things I've ever done, and one of the
most fun.”
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Are Municipal Employees Exempt from
P.E. License Requirement?

An anonymous letter and a Frederick newspaper article were
the topic of discussion at a recent meeting of the P.E. Board. The
issue: appointment of an interim-director of someone not licensed
as a Professional Engineer to head the city’s engineering depart-
ment.

It was not first time the Board has discussed the issue.

“Upon researching the law,” wrote the anonymous corre-
spondent, “it would appear that the person referenced in the ar-
ticle is in responsible charge of the referenced municipal engi-
neering department and that his duties constitute the practice of
Engineering as defined in the Business Occupations and Profes-
sion volume of the Annotated Code of Maryland, Section 14-
101.

“It appears clear that there is no exception which allows this.”

Actually, it's not all that clear.

The P.E. Board discussed the Frederick issue a year ago, re-
sponding to a letter raising issues related to what the writer as-
serted to be the practice of engineering by employees not licensed
as professional engineers.

Responding for the Board, Assistant Attorney General Milena
Y. Trust wrote that “in some instances employees of a municipal-
ity may be exempt from licensing requirements that would oth-
erwise be applicable if services were rendered by individuals em-
ployed be private entities.”

Ms. Trust wrote:

“Licensing requirements under Maryland law apply to a ‘per-
son’ as defined in the Business Regulations Article, Annotated
Code of Maryland. In Mayor and City Council vs. Baltimore Gas.
Co., 212 Md123, the Maryland Court of Appeals stated that ‘[t]he
State and its creature, a municipal corporation, generally are not
included within the class meant by the words person, corpora-
tion or body corporate in a statute, although they may be . . . !
Therefore, unless the City of Frederick has a local law in place in
the form of an ordinance, resolution, etc., that specifically re-
quires certain positions to be filled by a professional engineer,
the City of Frederick employees may perform engineering ser-
vices without a professional engineer’s license as long as they are
supervised by a licensed professional engineer!

DGS Procedural Manual Now Posted on Web

The Maryland Department of General Services Procedure
Manual for Professional Services, July 2003 edition, is now avail-
able on the DGS internet website at www.dgs.state.md.us., ac-
cording to William R. Gluck, P.E., chief of the Project Manage-
ment & Design Division in the Office of Facilities Planning,
Design & Construction.

The manual can be accessed by clicking on the ‘Facilities Plan-
ning, Design & Construction’ link. On the right side of the screen,
scroll down to the ‘Professional Services’ heading. There are two
documents under that heading.

First is the July 1998 Procedure Manual currently in use on a

number of on-going projects. When those projects are completed,
the document will be removed from the website. There are three
parts to the document: Part | consisting of Divisions I, Il and I1I;
Part 1l consisting of Attachments 1 through 14; and an Errata
Sheet.

These documents are in pdf format, and can be opened,
printed and downloaded with Adobe Acrobat Reader.

Second is the new July 2003 Procedure Manual. This manual
will govern all A/E professional services contracts currently un-
der selection and in the future. There are three parts to this docu-
ment as well: Part | consisting of Chapters | through VII; Part 11
consisting of Appendices A through G; and Part Il consisting of
Attachments 1 through 14. These documents are in pdf format,
and can be opened, printed and downloaded with Adobe Acro-
bat Reader.

As future changes are made to the July 2003 Procedure
Manual, notices will be posted on the DGS Office of Facilities
Planning, Design and Construction website. It will be the users’
responsibility to check periodically for updates. It is anticipated
that updates will be posted no more frequently than semiannu-
ally. If you have any questions or comments, call Bill Gluck at
410-767-4439 or at Bill.Gluck@dgs.state.md.us.

STATE P.E. BOARD NEWS

“Skip” Herclerode Named to P.E. Board

H.C. “Skip” Harclerode, P.E., succeeds George Szego, P.E.,
Ph.D., as the chemical engineer member of the Maryland State
Board of Professional Engineers. Gov. Robert Erlich appointed
him to a five-year term starting July 1. He earned his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in Chemical Engineering at the University
of Maryland College Park and is a registered Professional Engi-
neer in Maryland, Delaware, Virginia and the District of Colum-
bia.

Skip has been a member of MDSPE since 1980 and is a con-
sultant with KBD Engineering Company in Phoenix, Md.

He has worked in the environmental and chemical engineer-
ing field at Lever Brothers, Allied Chemical and W.R. Grace. He is
a past treasurer of MDSPE and was an NSPE Congressional Scholar
in 1981-82, serving on the staff of Senator Pete Domenici.

Mel Hotz Reelected to Chair Board

Mel Hotz, P.E., has been reelected to chair the Maryland State
Board for Professional Engineers and Eugene Harvey, P.E., has
been reelected vice chair. Sallye Perrin, P.E, was chosen to replace
George Szego as secretary of the Board. Mel has completed his
term as vice president of NCEES. He was the recipient of MDSPE's
Distinguished Service Award in 2002.
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New Laws Affect Design Professionals

Several Changes to Surveyor Law

Senate Bill 476 creates a retired land or
property line surveyor status for certain lic-
ensees no longer wishing to actively prac-

tice professional land or property line

surveying. It also eliminates tempo-
rary and limited licenses and re-
peals a statutory waiting pe-
riod for reexamination after
two failures and provides for
reexamination upon sub-
mittal of updated experi-
ence. This act is effective
Oct. 1.

Continuing Education for Architects

Senate Bill 614 requires a licensed architect seeking renewal
or reinstatement of a license to complete 12 hours of continu-
ing education credits per year, including 8 hours that relate to
the health, safety, and welfare of the general public. The con-
tinuing education work must have a clear purpose to maintain,
improve, or expand relevant skills and knowledge; be presented
in a well-organized and sequential manner; provide evidence of
pre-planning which must include the opportunity for input by
the group to be served; be conducted by persons who are well-
qualified based on education or experience; and provide for
documentation of an individual’s participation. The act is effec-
tive on Oct. 1. The program is modeled on AIlA’s national pro-
gram.

PSC Must Hire Pipeline Engineer

House Bill 794 requires the Public Service Commission
(PSC), in collaboration with the American Society of Mechani-
cal Engineers, to establish and adopt by regulation methods and
best practices for intrastate pipeline facilities used for the trans-
portation of hazardous liquids. The methods must include quan-
titative criteria to determine whether a wrinkle or other defor-
mity may remain in a pipeline or should be remedied. The bill
also requires intrastate pipeline operators to make certain noti-
fications to PSC and the National Response Center, the PSC to
notify the National Response Center when certain errors or new
information are discovered and certain annual reports from in-
trastate pipeline operators to PSC and owners of real property
on which pipelines are located or adjacent or contiguous to real
property on which pipelines are located. The bill also requires
PSC to hire an engineer who specializes in the storage of and
transportation of hazardous liquid materials by pipeline and
provide training for its current staff members who deal with
hazardous liquid pipelines. The act was effective July 1, 2003.

Interior Designer Board Extended

Senate Bill 267 extends the State Board of Certified Interior
Designers until 2014 and restricts the number of consecutive years
an officer may serve The bill also requires a joint meeting of the
chairmen of design professional licensing boards and a joint
newsletter, and requires reports of the design professionals li-
censing boards. These provisions took effect July 1, 2003. This
bill also created the State Occupational and Professional Licens-
ing Design Boards’ Fund and alters fee setting authority for five
design professional licensing boards, all of which will become
special funded boards. These provisions took effect June 1.

Mark Andrews Moves Up At Martin/Wright

Mark C. Andrews, P.E., is now Director of the Wealth Man-
agement group of Martin/Wright & Company, LLC, of Spring-
field, Mass. Mark’s office is in Hunt Valley, Md. Mark is presi-
dent of MDSPE’s Chesapeake/Susquehanna Chapter and chair
of our Order of the Engineer link.

Robert Gagnon Honored By
Fire Protection Society

Robert M. Gagnon was awarded the 2003 Harold E. Nelson
Service Award by the Society of Fire Protection Engineers. The
award recognizes dedicated and inspired service to the ideals
and goals of the society.

Robert has a long history of service to SFPE, both at the
Chesapeake chapter as a long-standing board member and past

president. More recently he has served as the founding member
and chair of the SFPE Careers Task Force that has spearheaded
the Society’s efforts to inform high school students about fire
protection engineering.

He also serves as co-chair of the Engineering Licensing Com-
mittee, which is responsible for the development of the P.E. exam
in fire protection engineering. He is an adjunct professor at the
University of Maryland and author of three texts on fire protec-
tion systems and a chapter in the NFPA Fire Protection Hand-
book.

Correction

In our most recent edition, we incorrectly identified new
member Ernest Addo as a mechanical engineer and we misspelled
his surname. Our apologies. Ernest is an electrical engineer and
is an associate engineer at PEPCO.
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State Board Fines Unlicensed Architect from page 1

Comedy Had Seal Made

Mr. Comedy didn’t use anyone else’s seal. He told the Board
that he had the seal made and just picked the number 1960.

The number he randomly selected happened to belong to a
licensed architect who lives out of state and who did not know
Mr. Comedy nor at any time authorize the use of that number.

Mr. Comedy was and continues to be a principal of Cedar
Design. The firm'’s web site lists him as “president, architectural
& interior design.” He testified that he had studied architecture
at Howard University but didn’t receive a degree. He also stud-
ied at Tidewater Community College. He said that he took an
architectural licensing examination in the District of Columbia,
and that he had received a certificate from the Maryland Board
of Certified Interior Designers.

Cedar Design was founded in 1990, according to the web
site, as “an architectural firm specializing in residential dwell-
ings, office planning, church design and interior design.” A num-
ber of staff members listed on the web site are currently licensed
as architect or professional engineer.

The complainant, Sharon D.
Graeber, testified that Mr. Comedy
represented to her during her employ-
ment at Cedar that he is a licensed
Maryland architect. She said that vari-
ous submissions made by Cedar to
individual clients, as well as to per-
mitting agencies, bore an architec-
tural seal with his name and number
1960-A on them.

She attached to her complaint
copies of portions of site plan draw-
ings and cover sheet drawings pre-
pared by Cedar Design in connection
with various projects. All of the at-
tached drawings contain the fraudu-
lent seal.

Ms. Graeber testified that Mr. Comedy has been continu-
ously identified as a Maryland licensed architect and a member
of Cedar’s key staff in a Statement of Qualifications book that
was routinely presented by Cedar Design to potential clients.

She testified that a number of projects listed as “completed
projects” on the Cedar web page were in fact either not com-
pleted or were completed by someone other than Cedar Design.
She also stated that the sets of construction documents for the
following projects contained Mr. Comedy’s alleged seal:

e Mt. Calvary Baptist Church, Lanham

e Walker Mill Lot No. 2, District Heights

» New Life Rock of Ages Christian Fellowship, Forestville

Behdad Kashanian, section head of the Permits & Review
Division at P.G. County Department of Environmental Resources,
testified that between 1999 and 2001 his office received docu-
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ments containing Mr. Comedy’s seal in connection with the fol-
lowing projects:

e Triumphant Baptist Church, Hyattsville

» Devereaux Corporation Demolition Plan, Greenbelt

» Williams Auto Repair, District Heights

* New Vision Baptist Church, Lanham

e Church of the Lord’s Disciples, District Heights

« River of Life Church, Marlow Heights

e Eagle’s Nest Life General Church, Temple Hills

= Metro Paving Corporation, Hyattsville

He testified that Mr. Comedy’s purported seal appeared on
engineering documents as well as architectural documents in
connection with some of the projects. These included, for ex-
ample, Eagle’s Nest Life General Church.

“Fraught with Deceit”

In its Memorandum and Order in the case, the Architect
Board stated:

“The Respondent’s actions are fraught with deceit and mis-
representation. He worked on projects that in-
cluded day care centers and numerous houses of
worship. He totally misled unsuspecting private cli-
ents, as well as the Prince George’s County permit
officials who issued permits partially relying on the
Respondent’s seal.”

The Board noted that Mr. Comedy, by placing
his seal on engineering drawings, might be in di-
rect violation of the professional engineer statute,
and that it does not believe his statement to the
effect that he is relieved that this matter has come
to life.

“The Board is particularly concerned that
many of the projects that the Respondent worked
on were intended for use by large groups of people,
churches and day care centers,” they state in their

Memorandum and Order.

“The potential risk to these individuals of visiting build-
ings designed by an unlicensed, unqualified person is stagger-
ing. The Respondent harmed children, parents, parishioners, as
well as many other members of the public, who thought that
the buildings that they had been using were constructed pursu-
ant to drawings prepared by a responsible, competent architect.
Instead, an individual who deceived them and misrepresented
himself as a licensed architect prepared those drawings.”

Was MDSPE Member

Mr. Comedy was a member of MDSPE from September 1991
until August 2001. He claimed to have earned a degree in archi-
tectural engineering from Howard University in 1981. Two other
employees of the Cedar firm are also members. The firm has
also been an associated member of the Potomac Valley Chapter
of AlA.



Chris Bradford, Carlson Construction

OPTIMIZE YOUR PLANS

Electrical Alliance contractors.
Competitive. Efficient. Productive.-
Electrical Alliance contractors-deliver a better-trained
and better supervised work force. By adhering to NEIS
(National Electrical Installation Standards), our
= - contractors help save you spec writing time, ensure the
electrical installation you design meets code, and satisfy
» - the shared expectations of the entire development team.
Experience the positive performance that-only our
- = contractors can offer—call an Alliance member today.

For a list of Alliance contractors,
e : phone 703-658-4383, or visit our Web site
= at www.electrical-alliance.org

THE ELECTRICAL ALLIANCE
A Powerful Advantage

“The Ele(;'tricat Alliance is-a co-operative of the National Electrical Contractors Association and Local 26 International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers.
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Let NSPE Know About Your Firm’s Internships

Does your company plan on offering an engineering internship for
students within the next year? NSPE is looking to expand its list of oppor-
tunities for student members while giving members’ firms a wider audi-
ence of applicants. Send information about your internships to
students@nspe.org.

Product of the Month:
NSPE Job Board

The NSPE Job Board is your resource
for professional engineering employment,
offering employers immediate posting
and job seekers a robust search capabil-
ity. NSPE’s Job Board takes employers
step-by-step through the job- posting pro-
cess, and job seekers can search by disci-
pline or region/state. Visit http://
www.nspe.org/em1-clas.asp for details.

WISE Internships Available for Summer

WISE (Washington Internships for Students of Engineering) offers a
unique opportunity to 3rd and 4th year engineering students to spend
the summer of 2004 in Washington, DC. Recent graduates, beginning
study in an engineering policy-related Master’s program, will also be con-
sidered. During their internship they will learn how government officials
make decisions on complex technological issues and how engineers can
contribute to legislative and regulatory public policy decisions.

Throughout the 10 weeks, students will interact with leaders in the
Congress and the Administration, prominent non-governmental organi-
zations, and industry. Meetings with congressional committees, execu-
tive office departments, and corporate government affairs offices are daily
activities. In addition, each student will research and complete a paper
on a current and topical engineering related public policy issue that is
important to the sponsoring society.

The Interns will be under the guidance of a nationally prominent
engineering professor. A $2,100 stipend is provided. Lodging will also be
covered.

Each student in the 2004 WISE program will be sponsored by one of
seven participating organizations, which include NSPE.

Visit the WISE home page at http://www.wise-intern.org for more
information and a downloadable application form.
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SPECTRA

Structural Inspections & Evaluations
Restoration Property Acquisition Estimates
—— Specializing in:

Historical Structures
Masonry Restoration
Concrete Rehabilitation
Water Seepage Evaluation

410-360-6885

JOSEPH E. BAUMGARTNER llI, P.E.
VICE PRESIDENT

BALTIMORE AIR BALANCE CO.

Testing & Balancing
Air, Water, Sound & Vibration

8613 OLD HARFORD ROAD
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21234

PHONE 410-661-2515
FAX 410-661-8781

Recruit A New
MDSPE Member!

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW
MALONE & STEPHENS LLC

A Professional Corporation

401 East Jefferson St. - Suite 208
Rockville, MD 20850

Admitted in Maryland, Phone 301.294.7081

Flow C@ntﬁr@ﬂgy lne.

INSTRUMENTATION SALES AND SERVICE PROFESSIONALS

District of Columbia Facsimile: 301.294.7082
spencer@stephensassociates.net
Robert J. Buﬂlmmu P.E.

SENIOR ACCOUNT MANAGER « PRESIDENT » CEO
BALTIMORE HEADQUARTERS
7844 BELAIR ROAD
BALTIMORE, MD 21236
(410) 882-0200

FAX: (410) 882-2153
E-MAIL: rbuhner@flowcontrols.com

RICHMOND BRANCH

CHESTERFIELD COUNTY AIRPORT
RICHMOND, VA 23832

(804) 271-7227

WEBSITE: www.flowcontrols.com

GAGNON ENGINEERING

FIRE PROTECTION ENGINEERING, DESIGN, CALCULATION, EXPERT
WITNESS, INVESTIGATIONS, CODE CONSULTING, PROBLEM SOLVING
10110 LABELLE COURT, ELLICOTT CITY, MARY-

LAND 21042
410-461-6949 FAX: 410-750-8514 E-MAIL
robtgagnon@aol.com

ROBERT M. GAGNON, PE., SET

Author of “DESIGN OF WATER-BASED FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS”
( DELMAR PUBLISHERS # 0-8273-7883-1, HARDCOVER, 458 PAGES)
AND “DESIGN OF SPECIAL HAZARD AND FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS”

( DELMAR PUBLISHERS # 0-8273-8293-6, HARDCOVER, 352 PAGES).
TO ORDER CALL:1-800-477-3692, WEBSITE, http:\www.firesci.com.




A
Y &
AMES & GOUGH

Specializing In Professional Liability Insurance &
Risk Management for Engineers & Architects

7926 Jones Branch Drive, Suite 730 4 McLean, Virginia 22102
Telephone (703) 827-2277 A Facsimile (703) 827-2279
Contact Mike Heatwole at info@amesgough.com
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